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A QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF HISTORY 
In This Issue 
BARBARA CHING, associate professor of English at the University of 
Memphis, describes and analyzes the clocks brothers Frank and Joseph 
Bily carved in northeastern Iowa between 1913 and 1948. She shows how 
the Bilys and their work, usually seen as parochial and bucolic, actually 
engaged the modern world, bridging the regional and cosmopolitan and 
the timeless and timely. 
 
PHILLIP J. HUTCHISON, assistant professor of communications at the 
University of Kentucky, narrates the career of the popular Iowa and 
California children’s television personality Jay Alexander, better known 
as television cowboy Marshal J.  
 Hutchison recovers Alexander’s lost history, assesses his impact on 
Iowans, and tries to explain why such a highly visible popular culture 






Jay Alexander, in his persona as children’s television personality Marshal J, 
greets some of his young fans in about 1963. For more on Alexander’s 
career as Marshal J, see Phillip Hutchison’s article in this issue. Photo 
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Book Reviews and Notices 
 168 CLAIBORNE A. SKINNER, The Upper Country: French Enterprise in the Colonial Great 
Lakes, by Justin M. Carroll 
169 ROBERT MAZRIM, The Sangamo Frontier: History and Archaeology in the Shadow of 
Lincoln, by Debra A. Reid 
171 PAUL N. BECK, Inkpaduta: Dakota Leader, by William E. Lass 
173 PAUL SALSTROM, From Pioneering to Persevering: Family Farming in Indiana to 1880, 
by Frank Yoder 
175 JAMES MARTEN AND A. KRISTEN FOSTER, EDS., More Than a Contest Between Armies: 
Essays on the Civil War Era, by William B. Feis 
177 RICHARD H. HALL, Women on the Civil War Battlefront, by LeeAnn Whites 
178 SAMUEL D. PRYCE, Vanishing Footprints: The Twenty-second Iowa Volunteer Infantry 
in the Civil War, by Timothy B. Smith 
179 DAVID W. REED, The Battle of Shiloh and the Organizations Engaged, by Brian K. 
McCutchen 
180 DAVID B. SACHSMAN ET AL., EDS., Memory and Myth: The Civil War in Fiction  and 
Film from Uncle Tom’s Cabin to Cold Mountain, by Samuel Graber 
182 RONALD H. STONE, Eber: Pioneer in Iowa, 1854–1875, by Douglas Firth Anderson 
183 ODD S. LOVOLL, Norwegians on the Prairie: Ethnicity and the Development of the 
Country Town, by Dag Blanck 
185 STEVEN M. NOLT AND THOMAS J. MEYERS, Plain Diversity: Amish Cultures and 
Identities, by Beth E. Graybill 
187 CAROL FISHER AND JOHN FISHER, Pot Roast, Politics, and Ants in the Pantry: 
Missouri’s Cookbook Heritage, by Jill M. Nussel 
189 ZACHARY MICHAEL JACK, ED., Uncle Henry Wallace: Letters to Farm Families, by 
Virginia Wadsley 
189 MIKE CHAPMAN, The Life and Legacy of Frank Gotch: King of the Catch-as-Catch-Can 
Wrestlers, by Randy Roberts 
190 KIMBERLY JENSEN, Mobilizing Minerva: American Women in the First World War, 
by Kathleen Scott 
192 JOANNE WILKE, Eight Women, Two Model Ts, and the American West, by Susan 
Sessions Rugh 
194 LEA ROSSON DELONG, When Tillage Begins, Other Arts Follow: Grant Wood and 
Christian Petersen Murals, by Galin Berrier 
196 GEOFF MANN, Our Daily Bread: Wages, Workers, and the Political Economy of the 
American West, by Gregory R. Zieren 
198 LAWRENCE RICHARDS, Union-Free America: Workers and Antiunion Culture, by 
Martin Halpern 
200 JOHN OPIE, Virtual America: Sleepwalking through Paradise, by Gregory Summers 
202 JOSEPH A. AMATO, Jacob's Well: A Case for Rethinking Family History, by Marjorie 
L. McLellan 
 
